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Cover Photo: Andrea paddock & Cast In “9 to 5: the musical” 

The cast of “9 to 5: The Musical” preparing for bows, May 2023, 

Directed by Scott Thomas. Photo by Drew Murdock, 

Costumes by Brenda McLeese, Lighting by Peter D. Smith. 
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Mission:
The Saint John Theatre Company is 

a leading Canadian performing arts 

organization that produces and presents 

professional and community-based 

performances. We entertain, educate, 

employ, and enrich our communities. 

Vision:
Changing lives through performance. 

Board of Directors: 
President: Chris London 

Past President: George Daniel 

Vice-President: Jo-Anne MacDonald

Treasurer: Shane Snow

Secretary: Signe Gurholt

Members:

Kevin Scott

Peter Buckland

Lynda Rogers

Amy Winchester

SJTC Staff:
Executive Director 

Stephen Tobias

Administration & Box O�ce 

Chris Webb

Advertising 

Chris Gabriel

Campaign Director 

Gerry Backs

Finance 

Angela Halpin

Graphic Designer 

Erica Campbell

Lead Technician 

Anthony Allen

Development O�cer 

Jessica Raven

Marketing & Communications 

Lise Driscoll

Technical & Facility Director 

Brian Goodwin 

Production Manager 

Drew Murdock

Mission & Vision:
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photo

Tallas Munro & Caroline Bell 

“Loyalist Burial Ground Project” July 2022, 

Directed by Melissa MacGougan. Photo by Drew Murdock
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Executive 
director’s 
message

I am pleased to report on the activities of 

the 2022-2023 SJTC season, our 33rd year 

of operations.  In general, this year has 

been about de�ning the ‘new normal’ for 

the organization and rede�ning how the 

SJTC will continue to grow and evolve in the 

coming years. This year has been a testament 

to the strength, resilience, and unwavering 

dedication of our entire community.

The past year brought with it a unique set 

of challenges as we continued to confront 

the lingering impacts of the ongoing 

global pandemic, and the transition back 

to normal operations. When I think back 

to early 2022, as we were preparing for 

the season, we were planning projects 

with no guarantee of getting them on 

the stage. This led to a very ‘improvised’ 

year which was extremely di�cult for our 

sta� and artists to manage. Despite this, 

we got though the year while delivering 

exciting projects for our community.

 

In the midst of a di�cult year, our teams have 

a great many achievements to celebrate.

Innovative Productions: 

The SJTC Main Stage continued to deliver 

top-notch work from our community 

based artists. Bob Doherty (Miracle on 34th 

Street), Sandra Bell (Sense & Sensibility) and 

Scott Thomas (9-5: The Musical) delivered 

a highly successful Main Stage Series that 

brought audiences back to the theatre. Our 

Atlantic Repertory Company (ARC) program 

produced two incredible works: a surreal 

and dreamlike production of Tennessee 

Williams’  The Glass Menagerie featuring 

Martha Irving, and an extremely successful 

and spooky rendition of The Woman in Black 

featuring the incredible R.H. Thomson. 

Our BMO Studio Theatre is a vital piece of 

cultural infrastructure for our community, and 

we are all very proud of the work presented 

there. The BMO played host to the Fundy 

Fringe Festival’s tenth anniversary and a 

range of musicians, such as Matt Minglewood 

and Al�e Zappacosta. The BMO Studio is also 

an important venue for visiting theatre events 

such as The Songs of Johnny and June from 

PEI (Kitbag Theatre) and Every Brilliant Thing 

from Ontario (Talk Is Free Theatre). Various 

community and corporate groups make 

use of this venue for meetings and special 

events.  There is no other venue quite like it.

Community Outreach: 

The strength of the SJTC is based on various 

community relationships built up over 

decades. We continued to engage with 

local schools, providing students with 

opportunities to explore the world of theatre. 

The SJTC also managed partnerships with 

the Saint John Pride Festival, the Saint John 

Suicide Prevention Group, and many others. 

Digital Outreach: 

The adoption of digital distribution has 

allowed us to reach audiences in new ways. 

Live streaming and virtual performances 

expanded our reach this season. One of the 

digital highlights that gives me the most 

pride was the International Digital Theatre 

Festival, which connected our audiences 

with a range of theatre works from around 

the world. Most notable was a special 

school viewing of The Book of Sirens from 

ProEnglish Theatre in Kyiv, Ukraine. Students 

at Rothesay Netherwood School streamed 

the production and then chatted in real time 

with director Alex Borovenskyi via Zoom. It 

was a moving experience for all concerned.
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Financial Sustainability:

Season 33 was a tough year �nancially and 

the company has incurred a record de�cit in 

delivering these projects to our community. 

Yet, our �scal health remained robust due 

to multiple years of surplus budgets. As we 

move into Season 34, we will have to be 

vigilant to maintain tight �nancials controls 

to ensure the long-term sustainability of 

the SJTC. This speaks to the value of the 

Staging the Future Endowment Fund, which 

is designed to create sustainable long-term 

funding to help balance annual budgets. 

Your contributions to the endowment and 

to our operational funding have not only 

sustained us but have allowed us to thrive.

As I look ahead, our commitment to our 

community is stronger than ever. Season 

34 promises even more excitement, 

inspiration, and engagement. We will 

continue with the important work of 

growing the Atlantic Repertory Company 

and the Courthouse, which is the future 

home of the ARC and so much more. I look 

forward to welcoming you to our theatres 

for another wonderful season of work.

In closing, I extend my heartfelt appreciation 

to each and every one of you who has 

played a role in this past season. Your 

dedication, passion, and generosity have 

been instrumental in our success.

Thanks to all our sta�, artists, volunteers 

and patrons for your continued support, 

and here’s to an exciting 34th season 

for the Saint John Theatre Company.

Warm regards,

Stephen Tobias,

Executive Director

Saint John Theatre Company

Stephen Tobias, Photo by Andrew Finlay
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2022-2023 
a Year In Review 
“The SJTC is growing and focused 

on continuous improvement. The 

organization is more than ten times 

larger than it was when we moved 

into the Princess Street production 

facility, which means that change 

management and continuous evolution 

is hardwired into the organization.” 

Stephen Tobias, SJTC Artistic Director

Season 33 brought a wealth of opportunities 

for audiences to experience and enjoy. In the 

early months, a special 10th anniversary of 

the Fundy Fringe Festival was celebrated, as 

well as a successful extended four-week run 

of the Loyalist Burial Ground Project. In the 

fall of 2022, the Atlantic Repertory Company 

presented the timeless Tennessee Williams 

classic The Glass Menagerie, and Mbene 

Mwambene’s one-man show The Whispers 

was featured as part of the Professional 

Presentation Series of work; both projects 

included an outreach component to local 

schools. Clyde A. Wray’s theatrical version 

of the original audio recording of Georgina 

Whetsel & Lena O’Ree: Pushing Toward The 

Future was brought to life in the winter. In 

the spring, the spine-chilling The Woman in 

Black was staged at the BMO Studio Theatre 

with renowned Canadian actor R.H. Thomson 

for a successful three-week run. The cheerful 

Kitbag Theatre provided a live performance 

of The Songs of Johnny and June, while Talk 

Is Free Theatre showcased the powerful play 

Every Brilliant Thing. Dean Turner directed 

the captivating play Copenhagen as an in-

house Studio Series production. Music lovers 

enjoyed a special Live @ The BMO Music 

Series of work, which included well-known 

artists like Theresa Malenfant, Brent Mason, 

Al�e Zappacosta, and Matt Minglewood. 

Moreover, a new project was launched 

over the winter months of 2023 to 

showcase digital works from all around 

the globe: the AITA/IATA International 

Digital Theatre Festival presented six 

chosen plays from across the world. 

Finally, the Imperial Theatre stage 

welcomed three stellar Main Stage 

performances; Miracle on 34th Street, Sense 

and Sensibility, and 9 to 5: The Musical.

Loyalist City Shakespeare

July 21-22, 2022 

A Shakespearean open mic night was 

o�ered by the Loyalist City Shakespeare 

group. Two fun and free evenings of 

spontaneous Shakespeare-themed 

scenes, skits, and songs were held for the 

public to enjoy. The event was hosted by 

Matt Hamilton-Snow and Sandra Bell.  

“We saw a lot of new and familiar 

faces this year…our Open Mic Night 

provided the opportunity for local 

actors to explore their favourite 

Shakespeare characters and scenes” 

Sandra Bell, Loyalist City Shakespeare

The Loyalist City Shakespeare Open 

Mic Night was supported by the Saint 

John Community Arts Board, the City 

of Saint John, the Province of New 

Brunswick, and BMO Financial.
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Live @ The BMO Music Series

2022-2023

The Live @ The BMO Music Series has become 

known as a harmonious celebration of 

musical talent from near and far. The ever-

popular series launched in the summer of 

2022 and o�ered audiences four spectacular 

evenings of live and streamed music.

The Live @ The BMO Music Series is made 

possible by generous support from the SoCan 

Foundation, BMO Financial, the Government 

of Canada, the Province of New Brunswick, 

and the Pannell Family Foundation.

I’m Not What I Seem: 

Songs & Stories of Rita MacNeil 

AUGUST 31, 2022

A popular tribute to the late Rita McNeil 

launched the 2022-2023 Live @ The BMO 

Studio Music Series. A four piece, all female 

group, led by New Brunswick’s Queen of the 

Blues, Theresa Malenfant, performed many 

of Rita MacNeil’s best-known songs as well 

as some of her hidden gems. Malenfant was 

joined by the extraordinarily talented Jennie 

Del Motte, Mirren Lithwick, and Heather 

MacIntyre. The evening was hosted by 

Charlie Rhindress, author of the best-selling 

Rita MacNeil biography, I’m Not What I Seem. 

He told stories from Rita’s life and talked 

about his experience working with her on 

the play about her life, Flying On Her Own. 

Brent Mason’s 

Songwriter’s Circle

OCTOBER 8, 2022

Local favourite Brent Mason shared the 

stage with several popular musicians from 

the region as part of his songwriter’s circle. 

Audiences were treated to an intimate 

evening of story and song shared amongst 

Brent Mason and fellow musicians Jessica 

Rhaye, Josh Bravener, and Catherine Kennedy. 

Alfie Zappacosta

NOVEMBER 5, 2022

Canadian rock icon Al�e Zappacosta, a 

staple of the BMO Music Series, returned 

this season with his repertoire of hits 

spanning a 40-year recording career.

Matt Minglewood

DECEMBER 2, 2022

Award-winning Canadian rock musician 

Matt Minglewood closed out the 2022-2023 

Live @ The BMO Music Series to a packed 

house. The rock legend known for his high-

octane performances full of blues, country, 

and rock returned for his fourth jam-packed 

performance at the BMO Studio Theatre.
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Fundy Fringe 

Festival
August 21-27, 2022

The summer of 2022 was a busy time for 

the Saint John Theatre Company. One 

major milestone was the 10th anniversary 

of the Fundy Fringe Festival. The out-of-

the-box summer festival has welcomed 

local, national, and international theatre 

works to the heart of Uptown Saint John.

“For a decade now, the Fundy Fringe 

Festival has been a staple in the Saint 

John arts community, bringing together 

performers, volunteers, technicians, and 

patrons from across the city, province, 

country, and even the world!” 

Drew Murdock, Festival Director

Following two years of COVID-19 restrictions, 

the 2022 Festival marked the return of 

acts from outside of New Brunswick. 2022 

showed growth in attendance at the Festival. 

While COVID-19 impacted attendance at 

the Fundy Fringe Festival, as it has done to 

festivals globally, the festival is once again 

on an upward trajectory with attendance 

numbers as follows: 2019 – 3,306; 2020 

– 3,025; 2021 – 957; 2022 – 1,779.  

The 2022 Fundy FRINGE Festival received 

support from Canadian Heritage, the Saint 

John Community Arts Board, the City of Saint 

John, and the Province of New Brunswick.

LEFT PAGE PHOTO: AN AUDIENCE DURING “GAY GARBAGE”

RIGHT PAGE, TOP LEFT PHOTO: “GAY GARBAGE” (TOM HEARN PRODUCTIONS)

RIGHT PAGE, TOP RIGHT PHOTO: “THE MAGIC OF MR. ZAPZ” (ZAP MAGIC)

RIGHT PAGE, BOTTOM PHOTO: “DOWNTON HAMLET” (“B” TEAM PRODUCTIONS)

PHOTOS BY ANDREW FINLAY
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Main Stage
“Over the past two years we have all 

faced obstacles unlike anything we 

have experienced before. Perhaps 

this is why presenting the 33rd 

Main Stage Season of work seems 

extra special this time around.” 

Stephen Tobias, SJTC Artistic Director

The 2022-2023 Main Stage Season marked 

an impressive 33rd year of presenting live 

community theatre at the Imperial Theatre 

stage. This Main Stage Series serves as the 

cornerstone of SJTC and o�ers a convenient 

subscription package that includes three of 

its most iconic, high-energy performances, 

a delight for audiences in the region. 

“Main Stage shows are always a 

wonderful experience for our entire family. 

Thank you to everyone at the SJTC for 

sharing your talents and for all the hard 

work that goes into performances of your 

caliber.” Jackie L., Patron

2022-2023 marked the beginnings of a 

return to a healthy subscription base. The 

three-show package succeeded previous 

years and returned to pre-pandemic 

numbers. Past subscription sales: 2018-

2019 (582); 2019-2020 (752); 2020-2021 

(NA); 2021-2022 (460); 2022-2023 (699). 

The SJTC would like to thank Season Patron 

BMO Financial Group; Main Stage Series 

Sponsor Saint John LNG; the Province 

of New Brunswick; the Pannell Family 

Foundation; the RBC Foundation; Colliers 

International; the McCain Foundation; 

the NB Children’s Foundation; the Sussex 

Area Community Foundation; TD; the Saint 

John Exhibition Association Foundation; 

and UNBSJ for their support of the 2022-

2023 Main Stage Season of work.

Miracle on 34th Street

November 23-26, 2022

The 33rd Main Stage Season opened with 

plenty of heart-warming holiday fun with 

the timeless production of Miracle on 

34th Street. An original adaptation by Bob 

Doherty was staged. Complimentary tickets 

were o�ered to several nonpro�t outreach 

groups in the community including Big 

Brothers, Big Sisters; the Boys and Girls 

Club; and the Teen Resource Centre (TRC). 

“…the audience will really enjoy this take 

on the holiday classic.  We don’t get too 

syrupy or too wry, and the show moves 

along like an illuminated holiday train!” 

Kevin Greaves, cast member who played 

Dr. Pierce & Judge Henry X. Harper
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LEFT PHOTO: EMAYA CAINES. TOP PHOTO: GILBERT BOYCE, SHALEENA FAUST, 

EMAYA CAINES & CAMERON SECORD. BOTTOM PHOTO:  ENSEMBLE CAST

“MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET” ADAPTED AND DIRECTED BY BOB DOHERTY.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DREW MURDOCK. SCENIC DESIGNER: BRENDA CHICAS-DURAN. 

COSTUME DESIGNER: BRENDA MCLEESE. LIGHTING DESIGNER: PETER D SMITH
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photo

LEFT PHOTO: MADISON LUCAS & TRISH PENDLETON

RIGHT PHOTG: KENDRA MURRAY, DEWAYNE KEATING & CAST

“SENSE AND SENSIBILITY” MARCH 2023. DIRECTED BY SANDRA BELL.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDREW FINLAY. SCENIC DESIGNER: KATHLEEN BLACK

COSTUME DESIGNER: BRENDA MCLEESE. LIGHTING DESIGNER: DREW MURDOCK.
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Sense and Sensibility

March 22-25, 2023

In March of 2023, the SJTC Main Stage 

season was in full swing, literally. The fast-

paced adaptation of the beloved Jane 

Austen classic Sense & Sensibility required the 

creative teams to adopt innovative ways to 

seamlessly move set pieces, switch costumes, 

and create an entirely new scene in seconds. 

The cast of 12, made up of seasoned SJTC 

performers along with some company 

newcomers, tackled 18 roles marking 

di�erent characters through tone of voice, 

changes in movement, and simple props. 

“Kate Hamill’s stage adaptation of 

Austen’s classic novel was a huge 

challenge - and a theatre maker’s dream! 

In rehearsals, we slowly added the layers 

Hamill’s script demands. Most of the cast 

played multiple roles (including dogs, 

horses, trees, beds, clocks), the play 

shifted settings every few minutes (which 

demands its own choreography), all the 

furniture was on wheels (wheee!) … It was 

a creative team e�ort and we’ve had a 

lot of fun with the process!”  Sandra Bell, 

Director
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9 to 5, The Musical

May 24-27, 2023

“It is the crown jewel of the Saint John 

Theatre Company season. It’s not many 

times one goes to the theatre where 

there’s a strong opening night buzzing 

and even rarer to know that everyone 

in the packed house had a blast.” Aaron 

Kropf, Reviewer, ‘Our Theatre Voice’

The Main Stage Season closed with the lively 

and fun 9 to 5: The Musical. The comedy had 

audiences raving and tapping their toes 

to a variety of Dolly Parton hits peppered 

throughout the show. 

“What an amazing show! Cast was 

fabulous and I laughed so hard! Such 

talent!” Karyn F., Patron

photo
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LEFT PAGE, TOP PHOTO: ANDREA PADDOCK. BOTTOM LEFT PHOTO: BERTIS SUTTON. 

BOTTOM RIGHT PHOTO: CHELSEA CUSACK. RIGHT PHOTO:  JEN DOWNEY & CAST

“9 TO 5: THE MUSICAL” MAY 2023. DIRECTED BY SCOTT THOMAS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DREW MURDOCK. SCENIC DESIGNER: DREW MURDOCK.  COSTUME 

DESIGNER: BRENDA MCLEESE. LIGHTING DESIGNER: PETER D. SMITH
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Studio Series 
At the Princess Street base, home of the SJTC, 

the Studio Series gives local talent a platform 

to excel in the cozy ambiance of the BMO 

Studio Theatre. The Studio Series provides an 

outstanding avenue for nearby performers to 

deliver smaller scale theatrical productions, as 

well as a great opportunity for audiences to 

witness the artistry right in their community.

Copenhagen

February 15-18, 2023

As part of the in-house BMO Studio Series, 

the award-winning play Copenhagen was 

staged in the BMO Studio Theatre.  The 

thought-provoking piece was directed by 

long-term company member Dean Turner.

“’Copenhagen’ is a Tony Award winning 

play by Michael Frayn, one of our �nest 

modern playwrights.  It is a fascinating 

character study of three very smart 

people who all remember key events 

di�erently.  It is the story of the birth of 

atomic physics.  It is also the story of the 

birth of the atomic bomb. In the current 

international climate, with Russia, North 

Korea and Iran all making noise about 

the use of nuclear weapons, it is a timely 

reminder of the presence of such weapons 

in our world.” Dean Turner, Director

Support for Copenhagen was provided 

by BMO Financial, the Province of 

New Brunswick, the Pannell Family 

Foundation, and the RBC Foundation.

“Saw the opening night last night. This is 

a play that really pushes its actors, and 

these three were the best I’ve ever seen 

them. A great evening of theatre and I 

may even be a better physicist now...” 

Sandra B., Patron

PHOTO FEATURING:  LAURA BASSETT. 

“COPENHAGEN” FEBRUARY 2023. DIRECTED BY DEAN TURNER.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DREW MURDOCK. SCENIC DESIGNER: JENNY GODIN, COSTUME 

DESIGNER: BRENDA MCLEESE, LIGHTING DESIGNER: ANTHONY ALLEN
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Presentation 
Series

The introduction of the SJTC Presentation 

Series has opened the BMO Studio up 

to incredible performances and plays 

from professional theatre groups. The 

Presentation Series began as a way to 

incorporate a professional layer of theatre 

works into the SJTC season line-up and has 

grown into a highly anticipated collection 

of theatre that adds yet another layer of 

vibrancy to Saint John’s cultural scene.

The SJTC Presentation Series was supported 

by the Government of Canada, BMO 

Financial, the Province of New Brunswick, 

the Pannell Family Foundation, TD, 

NB Children’s Foundation, the McCain 

Foundation, the James Venner Russell 

Foundation, and the RBC Foundation.

The Songs of Johnny & June

October 13-14, 2023
Produced by Kitbag Theatre, PEI

The Songs of Johnny & June was a celebration 

of the lives and songs of country music’s 

most iconic couple, Johnny Cash & June 

Carter. Created by Jacob Hemphill with 

music direction by Melissa MacKenzie, 

this biographical concert featured the 

powerhouse PEI duo accompanied by 

a rockstar band. The show was a huge 

success with a near capacity sell-out 

and had crowds cheering for more. 

The Whispers

November 11-12, 2023
Produced by Mbene Mwambene, 

Bern, Switzerland

A very special solo performance was 

presented at the BMO Studio Theatre and 

to several local high schools. Mbene shared 

his personal journey of colonialism through 

movement, song, and dance. Along with 

two public performances at the theatre, 

Mbene also toured to �ve local high 

schools, where 1,093 students were able 

to experience his performance for free.

Every Brilliant Thing

May 3-6, 2023
Produced by Talk Is Free Theatre, Ontario

Audiences were deeply moved by this 

heartwarming and inspiring tale about the 

incredible things we do for the people we 

love. The solo performance revolved around 

the protagonist’s list of “Every Brilliant 

Thing,” which he began compiling as a child 

to keep track of all the small joys in life. 

“An emotionally captivating performance 

where the audience engages fully! Very 

touching and leaves one re�ecting on the 

value of life. Thank you!” Karen K., Patron

For a full list of events and rentals held at the 

BMO Studio Theatre, refer to Appendix 1.
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arc 
The Atlantic Repertory Company (ARC) 

recruits budding performers who have 

completed their post-secondary theatre 

arts education and who are connected to 

Atlantic Canada. Featuring paid internships, 

ARC o�ers a range of professional positions 

in theatre, from acting to stage management 

to design. Season �ve of ARC boasted an 

array of inventive content, o�ering both 

public performances and educational 

outreach to the area’s students.

A team of regional talent was selected to 

present the season selections, including 

Quinn Adams, Caroline Bell, Tallas Munro, 

Sophie Wilcott, Melissa MacGougan, Beatriz 

Cordeiro, Jeana MacIsaac, Brenda Chicas-

Duran, Chris Saad, Brenda McLeese, Christian 

Ludwig Hansen, Martha Irving, Patrick 

Je�rey, Stephen Tobias and Ron Jenkins as 

well as Canadian stage icon R.H. Thomson.

Funding for the 2022-2023 ARC Season was 

generously provided by the Province of 

New Brunswick, the RBC Emerging Artists 

Program, TD, the Pannell Family Foundation, 

BMO Financial, Saint John LNG, the Cultural 

Human Resources Council, the McCain 

Foundation, the Sussex Area Community 

Foundation, the NB Children’s Foundation, 

the Community Foundation, Working NB, 

and the James Venner Russell Foundation.

TOP LEFT PHOTO: CAROLINE BELL. TOP MIDDLE PHOTO: SOPHIE WILCOTT. TOP RIGHT PHOTO: 

TALLAS MUNRO.  BOTTOM PHOTO: SOPHIE WILCOTT, CAROLINE BELL &  QUINN ADAMS

“LOYALIST BURIAL GROUND PROJECT” JULY 2022. DIRECTED BY MELISSA MACGOUGAN.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DREW MURDOCK.

Loyalist Burial Ground Project

July 27 – August 27, 2022

“A historical and theatrical walking tour 

tourists and visitors will love.” 

Carolyn Trecartin, Blogger

Due to the resounding success of its �rst 

installment, the part-history, part-theatre, 

part-personal walking tour returned for an 

extended four-week run. The ARC resident 

artists directed and composed the cast of the 

vivacious journey through iconic locations of 

Uptown Saint John, such as Trinity Anglican 

Church, the Imperial Theatre, the Sydney 

Street Courthouse, and of course, the Loyalist 

Burial Ground. A multitude of shows sold 

out, and several private tours were booked.
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The Glass Menagerie

September 20 – October 1, 2022

“This was a very impactful play that 

had many spots that made you think. 

There were times where you could feel 

multiple emotions at once because of the 

atmosphere that was created by the cast.” 

HVHS English 110 student feedback

The Tennessee Williams classic was staged 

for two weeks. The semi-autobiographical 

memory play tells the story of a son 

re�ecting on his sti�ing home life and 

the needs of his demanding mother and 

fragile sister. The unique design elements 

of the show combined with live music 

throughout the performance by local 

musician Rachel Kidd made for a very 

special version of the beloved story. 

484 local high school students had 

the privilege of viewing the matinee 

performances throughout the run.

LEFT PHOTO: PATRICK JEFFREY & KENNEDY MCGEACHY. TOP RIGHT PHOTO: TALLAS 

MUNRO &  KENNEDY MCGEACHY. BOTTOM RIGHT PHOTO: MARTHA IRVING. 

“THE GLASS MENAGERIE” SEPTEMBER 2023. DIRECTED BY STEPHEN TOBIAS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DREW MURDOCK. SCENIC DESIGNER: BRENDA CHICAS-

DURAN. COSTUME DESIGNER: BRENDA MCLEESE. LIGHTING DESIGNER: 

CHRIS SAAD. PROJECTION DESIGNER: CHRISTIAN LUDWIG HANSEN.
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Georgina Whetsel & Lena O’Ree: 
Pushing Toward the Future

February 23-25, 2023

In 2023, ARC brought Clyde A. Wray’s 

Georgina Whetsel & Lena O’Ree: Pushing 

Toward the Future to the stage for 

the �rst time. This follow-up to We 

Were Here tells the story of two Black 

icons from the Saint John area. 

“There have been very strong and 

powerful women in our history that have 

overcome all forms of adversity, these 

are two. This performance is dedicated 

to those women that think they can’t; 

but can.” Clyde A. Wray, playwright

The production featured three Black 

community members: Ru�na Ajalie, Dr. 

Timothy Christie, and Tanya MacPherson. 

Having previously released the script as an 

audio drama in 2022, ARC’s performance 

provided a vibrant and evocative 

representation of Wray’s powerful narrative.

TOP LEFT PHOTO: Rufina Ajalie. Bottom  left Photo: Tanya 

Macpherson. Right Photo: Dr. Timothy Christie.

“Georgina Whetsel & Lena O’Ree: Pushing Toward The Future” February 

2023,  Created & Directed by Clyde A. Wray. Photography by Drew Murdock. 

Lights & Projections: Anthony Allen. Costume Designer: Brenda McLeese.
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PHOTOS FEATURING: PATRICK JEFFREY & R.H. THOMPSON.

“THE WOMAN IN BLACK” APRIL 2023. DIRECTED BY RON JENKINS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DREW MURDOCK. SCENIC DESIGNER: JENNY GODIN. 

COSTUME DESIGNER: BRENDA MCLEESE. LIGHTING DESIGNER: CHRIS SAAD.
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The Woman In Black

April 12-29, 2023

“You don’t need a big group of actors to 

make a good show!”  Student feedback

A very special three week run of the 

modern horror classic The Woman In Black 

closed out the ARC Season of work. The 

spine-chilling play featured Canadian 

television, �lm and stage actor R.H. 

Thomson and was directed by award-

winning Canadian director Ron Jenkins. 

“It was just fabulous! Such acting. 

Wow! R.H. Thompson is a legend. 

The set and direction were top 

notch. I loved the intimacy of the 

BMO too.” Jackie S., Patron
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AITA/IATA 
International 
Digital Theatre 
Festival
February 21-25, 2023 
(extended to March 15, 2023)

The Saint John Theatre Company partnered 

with the International Amateur Theatre 

Association (AITA/IATA) to host a streaming 

festival of theatre works from across the 

globe. Six digital theatre works were 

selected from a pool of applicants and 

were presented on demand to audiences 

between February 21 and March 15, 2023. 

THE AITA/IATA INTERNATIONAL DIGITAL 

THEATRE FESTIVAL LINE-UP INCLUDED:

The Book of Sirens

Presented by ProEnglish Theatre Kyiv, 

Ukraine. Staged and performed in a bomb 

shelter/theatre in Kyiv in March 2022. A 

story of a little German town being bombed 

during World War II, and a little girl who 

learned to read in a bomb shelter.

Valerie And Her Week Of Wonders 

Presented by the V.A.D. Theater 

Kladno, Czech Republic. A parable 

about the lightness and darkness of 

coming of age and the mysteries of life.

Matchmaking at the Five-foot Way 

Presented by Nam Hwa Opera Limited 

Chaibow, Singapore. A love story set 

in the 1960s in Chaibow, Singapore.

Following Anne Frank’s Diary 

Presented by S. K. Társulat Pápa, 

Hungary. A one-person play, bringing 

to life the diary of young Anne Frank.

Asderfef based on The Chairs 

Presented by Coopérative Théâtrale 

Machahu Tizi-Ouzou, Algeria. A glimpse 

of the lives of artists who su�ered 

from marginalization in Algeria.  

Test: t4 

Presented by Tràfec-Teatre

Berga, Catalonia. A metaphorical 

staging of life in the Nazi camps and the 

experience of the moment of liberation.

“Pandemic induced changes have forced 

us to grow and innovate, including our 

ability to o�er digital theatre to our 

audiences. This festival was a wonderful 

example of how we have learned to 

use these new skills to share theatre 

works that most would never have 

the opportunity to enjoy.”  Stephen 

Tobias, SJTC Executive Director

In addition to broadcasts of the selected 

works, bonus content was o�ered including 

interviews with the creative teams and a 

post show Q&A with the team from Kyiv, 

Ukraine where high school students could 

ask questions about the show as well as 

the current political climate in their town.
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Courthouse
Acquiring the Sydney Street Courthouse in 

early 2020, the SJTC has planted the seeds 

for its growth over the next �ve years. This 

fully operational Courthouse Theatre will 

expand the SJTC’s capacity and give ARC 

a new homebase. O�ering o�ce space for 

its Resident Artists, additional rehearsal/

production areas, and in-person ARC 

Academy sessions, this space will also 

welcome community events and rentals. 

This extraordinary facility’s unique design 

incorporates contemporary and historical 

architecture, preserving and showcasing a 

nationally designated Historic Site of Canada. 

During the 2022-2023 Season, heritage 

windows were installed on the street 

facing façades and a building permit from 

the City of Saint John was received. 

Planning for a public launch of a 

Capital Campaign is underway.

Fundraising
The Saint John Theatre Company has 

established a sustainable plan to ensure their 

ongoing success through sales, sponsorships, 

individual donors, and their Endowment 

Fund. With these various resources, they have 

been able to continue to expand and prosper.

Staging the Future 

Since 2016, the Endowment Fund has been 

essential to the Company’s sustainability 

strategy, especially during di�cult times. 

The annual Staging the Future Endowment 

Campaign was launched in November 2021 

to coincide with the matching contribution 

deadline from the Canadian Heritage Cultural 

Investment Program. The Endowment is 

held in trust by the Community Foundation, 

o�ering a reliable yearly income that 

enables the SJTC to stage high-quality 

theatre and music performances. As of 

January 2, 2023, the total value of the 

SJTC Endowment was $177,859.96.

For a full list of SJTC volunteers and 

participants, please refer to Appendix 2.

Public Profile 
& Support

For a full list of interviews and 

articles covering the 2022-2023 

Season, see appendix 3.

Social Media

See appendix 4 for social media 

data for the 2022-2023 Season.

Support for the SJTC 

The work of the SJTC has been supported 

by all three levels of government, major 

national and regional foundations, and 

corporations as well as local donors. 

For a full list of donors, sponsors, 

and advertisers for the 2022-

2023 Season, see appendix 5.
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Appendix 1: Events & Rentals at BMO Studio Theatre 
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Appendix 2: Volunteers & Participants
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Appendix 4: social Media Tracking

Appendix 3: Media Tracking
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Appendix 5: advertisers, donors & sponsors
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Appendix 6: Financials
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