
 

 

The Inside Scoop on Courthouse Design  
Saint John Theatre Company continues to develop its state-of-the-art 

interior design of iconic multi-purpose performance venue.  

 

PRESS RELEASE 
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SAINT JOHN - The Saint John Theatre Company’s (SJTC) acquisition of the historic Sydney Street 

Courthouse was driven by the growing needs of the Atlantic Repertory Company (ARC), a branch of the 

company dedicated to providing meaningful employment and developmental opportunities for young 

theatre-makers with ties to Atlantic Canada.  After five years of research and planning, the purpose and 

design of the iconic Courthouse space has evolved, resulting in a state-of-the-art design for a mid-sized 

performance venue, and multi-level arts and culture hub in the heart of Saint John.  

 
The Sydney Street Courthouse Lobby Café. Illustration courtesy of EXP Architects. 

The innovative design blends contemporary design and historical architecture that can accommodate up 

to three events in the building simultaneously with programming spaces that includes a 220+ seat 

performance theatre with flexible configurations, a box office, a patron elevator, a receiving area and 

freight elevator, a lobby café with catering options, an additional small studio rehearsal and 

performance venue, as well as backstage, dressing, rehearsal, and administrative spaces.  This unique 

facility will primarily serve as a creative home for ARC, in addition it will also serve as a much-needed 

production and performance space for a range of rental clients such as Imperial Theatre, Symphony NB, 

Theatre NB, Atlantic Ballet, Connection Danceworks, NB Youth Orchestra, and others. 



 

 

“…The facility will provide needed space for diverse artistic endeavors 

and serve as a meeting space for the community at large.” Cynthia & Michael 

Doyle, The Christofor Foundation 

The scope of work requires a significant expansion to the footprint of the building. The original structure 

housing 10,000 square feet of useful space spread over three floors will be expanded to approximately 

25,000 square feet. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused the Building Committee to reassess the need 

for open lobbies, appropriate back-stage work areas, well configured entrances and exits, as well as 

appropriate bathroom and customer care facilities.  

 

“This design for this new cultural facility is a masterful fusion of deeply 

considered contemporary architecture with a treasured historic 

landmark. It is elegant, respectful, and courageous. It is, without 

question, one of the best contemporary urban interventions I’ve seen 
in Saint John in decades.” John Leroux, Architect, Historian 

The design plans have been approved by the City of Saint John Heritage Development Board and 

Common Council and have also been awarded a Tier 3 Heritage Award from the City of Saint John.  

To view additional photos and view a walk through of the design plans 

click HERE. 

 

Built in the 1820s, the Courthouse, situated on the corner of Sydney Street and King Street East in 

Uptown Saint John, was gutted by fire in 1919. The current structure was rebuilt within the shell of the 

original Courthouse and completed in 1925. With the construction of the new Provincial Law Courts, the 

Courthouse has sat empty since 2013. The SJTC first approached the province of NB in 2016 to explore 

the Courthouse as an option for its expanded programming needs. After extensive negotiations and an 

announcement of Federal funding in 2019, transfer of ownership to SJTC from the province was finalized 

in early 2020. The SJTC intends to transform the building into a multi-purpose performance and event 

venue for SJTC, the Atlantic Repertory Company (ARC) and other community groups, proposing to 

double the existing footprint of the building. 
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