
MARY POPPINS ADULT CHARACTER BREAKDOWN 

MARY POPPINS (Female, sings solo, many lines, good dancer) Jane and Michael Banks' new nanny. She is 
practically perfect in every way (and knows it, in a most delightful way). She is extraordinary, neat and 
tidy, and sometimes a little frightening but always exciting. The world interacts with her in a magical, but 
normal for her, way.  This role requires an actress who can portray a strong, confident character who 
takes joy in everything she does. 

BERT (Male, sings solo, many lines, featured dancer) The narrator of the story, Bert is a good friend to 
Mary Poppins and possesses his own touch of magic. Bert has many occupations, including lamp-lighter, 
sidewalk artist and chimney sweep. Bert speaks with a Cockney accent.  The actor who plays this role 
must display a relaxed charisma and charm, excellent in-character listening/reacting skills, and must be 
comfortable dancing solo.  

GEORGE BANKS (Male, sings solo, many lines, light dancing) The father to Jane and Michael Banks, 
George is a banker to the core. Demanding "precision and order" in his household, he tries to be a good 
provider but often forgets to be a good father. His emotional armor, however, conceals a sensitive soul.  
This role requires an actor who can remain grounded and connected while being comically exaggerated 
with their physical and vocal performance.  

WINIFRED BANKS (Female, sings solo, many lines, light dancing) George's wife and Jane and Michael's 
mother. A former actress, she is a loving mother who is busy trying to live up to her husband's desire to 
only associate with "the best people" as well as be the model wife and mother. She worries that she's 
not up to these tasks but she discovers that she is.  The actress who plays this role has some freedom to 
create her own version of this character.  We are looking for a performer who makes strong, unique 
character choices both physically and vocally.  

MISS ANDREW (Female, sings solo) George's overbearing and scary nanny, she is the ‘anti-Mary-
Poppins.’  With her bottle of nasty-tasting brimstone and treacle to keep naughty children in line, she is 
a bully who only knows one way of doing things - her way.  This role, while not in the film, is substantial 
in the books and in this show.  The actress who plays this role must be able to deliver a powerful and 
intimidating performance.  

MRS. CORRY (Female, sings solo, some dancing) Owns a magical gingerbread letter shop which has been 
around for a long, long time. She is a mysterious and larger-than-life woman who is of no real place or 
time and appears ageless.   The actress who plays this role has some freedom to create her own version 
of this character.  We are looking for a performer who makes strong, unique character choices both 
physically and vocally.  

MRS. BRILL (Female, small solos, many lines, limited comic dance) The housekeeper and cook for the 
Banks family. Overworked and sometimes grumpy, she's always complaining that the house is 
understaffed. Her intimidating exterior is a cover for the warmth underneath. She will speak with a 
Cockney accent.  The actress who plays this role must give a broadly comic performance with both body 
and voice—all singing is done ‘in character.  



ROBERTSON AY (Male, small solos, many lines, limited comic dance) The houseboy to the Banks family, 
is lazy, sleepy and loves to grumble, he rarely gets things right and believes himself to be useless. He will 
speak with a Cockney accent.  This role requires an actor with great comic timing and strong physical 
and vocal character choices.  

BIRD WOMAN (Female, sings solo) Her outward appearance is dirty and off-putting, but she shows the 
Banks children that appearances can be deceiving. She tries to sell her crumbs for birds to passersby, 
who ignore her as if she doesn't exist.  Sings "Feed the Birds." She speaks with a Cockney accent.  This 
role requires a mature and subtle performance and the ability to sing with both strong technique and 
great emotional depth.  

BANK CHAIRMAN (Male, sings solo) The head of the bank where Mr. Banks is employed. He is focused 
on the bottom line and his cold demeanor is reflected in the cold walls of the bank.   This role requires a 
strong character performance with a booming character voice.  

MISS LARK (Female) The haughty next-door neighbor of the Banks family who treats her dog, 
Willoughby, as if he were her child.  A fun role that requires an exaggerated, cartoonish character 
performance.  

ADMIRAL BOOM (Male) A retired Royal Navy man and neighbor of the Banks family. A man with a loud 
and booming voice, he speaks in Navy jargon and has a soft spot for his neighbor, Miss Lark. This role 
requires an exaggerated, cartoonish performance.  

KATIE NANNA (Female) The last in a long line of similar nannies, Katie Nanna is frustrated, overwhelmed, 
annoyed with and sick of the Banks children. She will speak with a Cockney accent.  This character 
requires an exaggerated and cartoonish performance.  The actress in this role will double as ensemble.  

FEATURED ENSEMBLE (Male and Female, strong singers and/or dancers) Performers who are cast in the 
ensemble will appear in 2 or more ensemble numbers.  We are still finalizing our plan for the size and 
focus of each ensemble, but ensemble roles will include: CHIMNEY SWEEPS, NANNIES, BANK 
EMPLOYEES and CUSTOMERS, DANCING STATUES, KITE FLYERS, PARK STROLLERS, GINGERBREAD SHOP 
CUSTOMERS and more! Additional dance features, lines, and small solos will be cast from the ensemble.   


