
Side #5 – Belle, Dick, Young Scrooge 

BELLE: Come, Dick! Everyone is waiting for you upstairs. Especially Jane. 

DICK: Ah...well, I….I just had a few last minute things to attend to and… 

BELLE: You were waiting for Ebenezer to arrive before locking up. 

DICK: (embarrassed) Yes, I was…(an awkward pause then quickly) ... but I’m sure he will be 
here at any minute. 

BELLE:   I’m sure he will. 

DICK: (covering for his friend) His new employer keeps him so occupied with business that… 

BELLE: Yes, of course. So much has happened since last Christmas Eve when he 

proposed. So much has changed. 

DICK: I'm sure business here will pick up. 

BELLE: Well, Ebenezer won't be here to see it. It seemed as soon as things went downhill 

he fled to greener pastures. 

DICK: He has done very well. 

BELLE: Yes, he has, hasn’t he? Here, give me the key and I’ll lock up when Ebenezer gets 
here. 

DICK: (giving her the key) I thought your father might not have the heart for celebrating this 

Christmas. It’s been such a difficult year for him. 

BELLE: You know Father. No matter how commerce treats him, the glass of life is always 

half-full and reason for celebrating. (She affectionately takes his hand as she takes 

the key.) Now, go. I know Jane is waiting to see you. 

(The door opens and YOUNG MAN SCROOGE, dressed better than we last saw him and with a 

walking stick, enters carrying himself with more self-assurance.) 

DICK: (Going to his friend and shaking his hand.) Ebenezer! It’s good to see you. I was just 
saying to Belle that you would be here soon. 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: Were you really? I hope that I’m not that late that I needed an 
apologist. 

DICK: (taken aback) No, not at all…I…(clearing his throat)…well, I’ll go tell everyone you’re 
here. (He exits.) 



YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: (His voice is formal and aloof) I have held up the party. I apologize 

but it was unavoidable. If… 

BELLE: No, actually I’m glad. I wanted to have a moment with you alone. 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: (Thinking this must be something pleasant.) Oh. 

BELLE: I would like you to miss the party, Ebenezer. 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: Belle, my work can wait ... at least ... for a while. 

BELLE:  In saying that you can miss the party I meant that…I ...I don’t want you here! 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: You don’t…? Belle, I apologized for my late arrival but… 

BELLE: Your being late is not the reason, Ebenezer. 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: (growing annoyed and impatient) Then, pray tell me the reason! 

 BELLE:  (She hesitates. This moment has been coming for some time, and now that it is  here, it 

is as though she is standing on a precipice about to take a great leap. She  takes a deep breath.) 

 I know that ...  that I have lost you to another!  

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: What? Belle, that’s not true. There is no other woman.  I… 

BELLE: Not a woman. I would almost understand it if there were another woman. 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: (Frustrated.) Belle, stop speaking in riddles and be out with it! 

BELLE: You have fallen in love with…wealth.  

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: What? Ha -- ha -- ha!!! What does that mean? 

BELLE: I have seen your nobler hopes and ideals fall off one by one until gaining wealth 

is all that concerns you.  

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE : Even if I have devoted more of my time to business, what of it? I 

still ... hold the same regard for you.  

 (BELLE shakes her head.) 

BELLE: Our pledge to one another was made a year ago. Much has happened since then. 

When Father's business suffered, you promptly left him...left us...to take on a new 

position. A position you saw as having greater prospects than the one you had 

here with my father who taught you and gave you so much. You have changed, 

Ebenezer. When our pledge was made, you were another man.  



YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: But then..I was but a naïve boy. 

BELLE: The joy and love I felt when we were one in heart has turned to regret and misery. 

How often and how keenly I have thought of this, I will not say. It is enough that I 

have thought of it. And so (she removes the ring from her finger and holds it out 

to him)…I release you from your promise to me so that you can pursue that which 
you love more. 

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: (not taking the ring) Have I ever sought release? 

BELLE: In words. No. Never.  

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: In what, then?  

BELLE: In pursuing that which has taken your heart and soul away from me. If you had 

just met me, tell me, would you try to win me now?   

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: Do you think I wouldn’t? 

 BELLE: If you were free, I can’t believe that you would choose a dowerless girl and, if 
you went against your one guiding principle of Gain and married me, I know that 

it would not be long before you would regret your decision.  

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: But --- 

BELLE:  I know this is true, so I release you, with a full heart, for the love of who you 

once were.  

YOUNG MAN SCROOGE: But Belle, I --- 

 (She stops him by thrusting the ring toward him. There is a pause then he takes it.)  

 BELLE: This may cause you pain but sadly I believe it will be for you only a brief  time. 

Then you will gladly dismiss the memory of it as an unprofitable dream,  from which you will 

think yourself lucky to have awakened. May you be happy in  the life you have chosen! 

 


